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1! A Romance With a Strange For. Xmas y For. Xmas P By CHARLES DICKENSHero of the Battling Breed
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l ALBERT PAYSON TERHUNEji "You must bo eraiy, child! I never Letty Stnndlsh wns saying over and
saw you llko" over to herself ln a rapturous suag

no sum snn cnmmnnueu, nor song
sllvor voice ringing harsh. "I forbid "Hho won't lot him make love to

ijritit. low. by Albfrt 1'ijwm Tfrh'int.) paddln' expense accounts an' gettln' you to speak to mo, now or any time. mc. Mho won't! Hhe won't!"
Kraft on fodder bill an' mich. He'd A man who can plan what you nro

AYXoiws OP rnECEM.NO CHAITEn.1. n contractor grow rich by cllln planning, nnd who can boast of It, CHAPTER IX.rs,rt Co,k, hi. foU,ht hi. fromi.p Isn't (It lo speak to any woman. Youtin nti io Uw fiwUfixj of um tlio shoddy blankets nn'c.. O, tni x.
luiitM'l. lla nd hu hnHimn. cin. hue ju.t rotten food. Was H any worse for went to tho hnuso as a guest and On Top of the World.

monoi)lj In Stortolil." itnAjJiIti jnil. you asked men's opinions In thni nim ln aMmn wnlcht on the coal ONOVKIt woke from a qustnt
iJ'rurdim scales. That's wlmt he done. Not smoking room"or lirw .slKtiin, bc.utifnl rid dream of burled alivehnra hr ilor .nil for lwn hi IHItm hli In big quantities, as if ho was n "It wns Iho dressln' room, Dey," ho being

!i,SSS.Si'Mttei9Ii h"i a fcw cen,s day 09 pleaded. "An" It was only mo nn' In nn codln.
tijuciot 10 ins roller inu more poruu enmettr nn me cnum;i;. Calno" And dawning consciousness
iiim 11. ii inf. 10 im I'.wui 10 bloc a That Ills mistake. If ho'd "Vou ask men's opinion," blazed on the dream to haveprovedSflM brrillr'Ui'WVir; too a mmionhrt a; ' been n bis Dcslree, unheeding, "as to whether;man you aro likely to gain nnvthtnir In been but a mild exaggeration. For('Mi idtu of Dm Mot. num. to tin Oiniul In Grnnlto. Hut iio hadn t tho a
in tim to Kin hit fiht, ihra pnxwrt to thruh do moro'n follcr. a ' social way by wrecking an lnnocynt he was ensconced In a sleeping carllUmrdi. Ciliw IntttfrrM to lata HUrirtU'. W. JS. 'J h,V. 1 h.i, g rl allfo. you sit by her nt dinne- r-of tie'o example men 1)Crth n(.nt ppin,itr. it diniwt t th ate-- cum it (rny wan
Irani, min In rmp bunH tato tlio Ulnlm room, taught to obey for four years. Ho- - nt her own father's table and plan ,r,,Kh ,. lowered shade. Much-hc- rdKUritf fi U Clfb'. fllhw. ,1111. ,. h tntn n HMIn nn M tnn. In smug complacency how to separata

pldiy, they found him out. They from a man sho really loves and btcathed nlr mingled with black dust
didn't Mod to ask If he'd used tho to compel her to marry you. Why. prenicd down upon tho Fighter'sCHAPTER VI. What haul i give to billv you aron t fit to marry her chnmbor- -mlsor'blo llttlo sums of pilfered money What i gns. ts billy ,. - nesrbv rtlon enms

(Continual.) to make his home, happier an' buy shall maid. Thoro Isn't a groom In her 'mu,!V

things for his sick wife. Those argu- - For. Xmas ? For X MAS P stable that hasn't higher, holler Ideals. h fretful whine of a baby. The
in the House of Rlmmun. mcntn don't cut muoli tee ln law. lie Now go I This In the last time I want stiff bcrth-curtal- swished awk- -

. . in. . 1 . to soo you ns long as I llvo!"wnn Jlifll u. ooimnuu unci. jui uioj wardly Inward and out to tho awing
bJf k0 lnt0 a Mnlle weAk sent nlm to State prison. Me an' my A swirl of soft skirts, tho sharp

01 lno "roDomg. Ana irora aii over mother eould starve, for an tho law slam of a door, and Caleb Conover,
Un room rose a confused cared. The brcad-wlnn- or was locked aghast, wordless with dismay, stood Ho hnd nrrnnged privately and at a

up. That wan all holy Justice asked alono on the little moonlit porch. big prlco that Mrs. Hawarden shouldwhispering, a rustlo, an In- - - ,,, ...., , - .,., if wn ,,I;nn,':, "?; A"""i take Decree, as her gu.st. to the Ad- -
doHnoblo clectrlo thrill, wanted to, now that tho law had

Women whoso escorts had led them tuken away the man who had stole to In the darkness beyond U10 closed door Irondack cottago at tho Antlers, on
aUvc- - came faintly tho sound of sobbing. Ilacquetto Lake. For tho past twoto the door halted and looked back ln fcejp us

I Buess you folks hns read of the llendlng, hoart-brok- en sobs, that months tho girl had been thero. Andcrass interest. Men clancod at one an- - (....i brought lump to his own throat. now, nt her Imperative ordor, Con-'No- w

other, muttering quorlos that found where the Htate ptws 'em a chance what In b azos could iy made v0r was on his way thither for a.
nt anwwtf rvnn mill n ri.n .v. tn rnnAiil ttt tlinlp nlni. Vor flvn venm her not llko that?" ho pondered, half- - fortnight's vncatlon-t- ho Ilrst of hisaloud. "Oool hut I d rather bo horse- - iifnfather lived In stono cubby- -my at in.t hl fnlnt imr. nf .inH

. .'' ... " ' . .. " " hole an' had for chums a choice whipped than mnko that kid cryl An' Caleb nerforme.l with hum ofmo siiaucrca lunoiion 10 jis lormer c'jccti0n of tho Devil's Own Hrlprado, P,?e;" ."I0 rirn" ,?,1r..P',lw.fi ln,,K Practise that contortionist featbanal calm. Not a soul ln all that time to speak of "I time known as "drcmini- - ln tin. hnntt.

' Pair by pair, all oyes slowly fo- - a decent word to him to say Ploase.'
god-nig- ht nil smsbW "like. n' Vrin. Alt. .u. in elvln' him his orders. It sounds sIU..CU x.uL m k a (ma to have no ono Bay nln' at each other. Jlko a oouplo of thn yyaoom nl tho rcar. Tho pUco

inum, iiiiiiKinaiivo naatr couiu hoi uva- - pjcase to you. iiut try 11 some measly love-bird- s. nready full of half-cla.- 1, red- -
cry emotion whether of surnrlse. lime. ryea touseiieu men. boms were
chagrin or fear on U10 heavy mask "After five years' of herdtn with CHAPTER VIII. wnshlng. others painfully scramtnir

v of tho riBhtcr's face. Kor a moment boasts only beln" treated worao'n lather from their Jaws with safetyAfter-
noon

thorn was a hush. Tho old man on thn B. P. C. A. would let any beast Caleb Conover Takes an razors; still others ransacking bag
tho noor still sobbed In maudlin fash- - be treated they turnod my father Off. or sult-cns- o for clean linen. One
Ion. Hut no one heeded htm. Then loose. They'd set tho prlnon mark to fisrlv hlrrl linil i?nmnt.l.il hf 4.l1F
Colno uroso. on him; thoyd taucnt mm to Keep ) What shall i em 1IE3 llghtor made life a bur- - nnd wan lounging In a leather-and- -

"I think." lie beiran. his pleasant, 'comn'nv with blackguards: they'd den, next day, for the office wicker chair, trying to translato a
low-pitch- voice breaking ln llko a made him callous to everything de- - Billy for. Xmas P BILLY Starr nf thn c. a. a x. An plnk ,,,,,n tnble. meanwhile Indus- -
dash of cool water on his hearers' cent, an taken away his citizenship, trlo,lsIy fnK 10 8Cml.artlBht com- -
superheated senses "I think there is Havln' dono which, they gcn'rously clectrlo aurn. of uneasiness Dnrlment with clgarotto smoke.. '1 no need for any of us to magnify sot him free an' elves htm a chanco pervaded tho big station Conover surveyed his taciturn fel-th- o

ithls trlflltifr break In our Jolly eve. to bo a Ood-fcarl- upright man In Indefinable, wordless something glanced over tho too- -
nincj nor to allow it to mar in any future. Who 11 hire a convict7 wno'ii
way our spirit of p. plve him a show7 No one. You that glvwi warning to the most rcmoto ot hcalv triangular.folded towels to
luy I propose that wo" know that as well as I do. How can denizens of every oflloa when tho the carpet:
"Hold on!" Interposed Caleb, quiet-- ho hold up his head nmonp men who boss" is out ot temper. Early In he slouched out into tho rcla- -

ly. Ho got to his feet and laid a haven't hnd tho bad luck to be the afternoon a note was handed tddotnlnlng hand on Col no's arm. oaUBht7 What was left for my ." his watch.1 The hour W .
"You mean well," he said, "an I father to do? To 'soclato with the him. It was from Desires. Ho road X.thlrty. At seven they were due

thank you. Hut I think this Is whero I only class ttrat'd take him as an " It, IirIC aloud: at Ilnquetto Ialui Station. Ths car
do tho tnlkln', un not you. I've equal. To turn to the drink that "Please. I'm good now. ( don't think , thJ train. It jcurred to
nover made a speech hero before," made him forcct they'd branded him I'm HVKIt going to be bad again. ilrst gltmp-- o of tho
lio went on. raising' his voice, "an' I ns nn outcast. That's what ho did. m- - Wouldn't It bn fine If you should eomo Adlrondru'ks. Ho walked to tho tear
never expected to. Hut I'll ask you 1 ain't sayin' It's rlKht. I ain't sayin' 1

X.MAS . J, and tako mo for a walk this nfter- - d0O1rl1nJ w,0 ut.
pooplo to havo patlcnco with mo for that Haul Conovnr's a noble lo Vln' f noon7 D H" him wound tho single track
a minute or two. Hccauso thcro's work of Ood ns ho slinks against L ..!., 1 .u ... .inn..i... V'r.' of tlm llttlo spur road. On cither
one or two things that's Kotvto bo nst thero. The drink that comfortfu lob asked himself gleefully as ho n''1" ltw,aH, ,l,n1, by ,,nrl1 "vo
said hero an' now. An' I in tho one Mm bo long hss knocked out his man- - stra Ightcnnd his tin beroro tne omco ." "
that's got to say 'om." hood. Tho hard luck nn' stnrvln' has mirror and Jammed his folt hat down ," vista of monoohromo until the

Ho glanced about him. Never bo- - turned him old and ugly an' bad- - over his forehead. "Why can't tho o lver mist that hung low over every-Lott- y

for In the Araroek Club had orator shaped. In short, lie's what S'cloty girl bo llko herT Thon thoro'd wttcd them from vision. Tho
enjoyed bo rapt nn nudtenco. The nn a, lovln' Paternal Oov'mont has be some pleasure In gettln' married, train seemed to be plough ng Its way
quiet, heavy volco; tho bruto mag- - made him. An' he's my father, Ood Hone she and Doy'll no rrionus. ir " V ":'"'.V ""rnetlim of the man, no less than curl- - help nlm! An' tho man who says I'm thoy ain't' itoss; to be the first alien that ever
oslty as to how ho would hauillo so uannmcd of him, lies!" .,-.,,- ... i,n nnin. had Jntmded upon tho vast mystic
Impossible a situation, had already Amid tho oppressed silence, Caleb looking so human that his expression, solitudes of green nnd gray. ,.
cnugrnt every ones attention, jus Conover crossed over to wnero his nn K ti mnn tM, llfn 1I1,A 1 frifinn t xvnm rnttnn nf trll.1 To fiH ho Started to CTO "what do VOU :....i..... . ...111. .1... t .,,rn imni.ri.tii Caleb looked long nnd without tlr- -

n wholly masterful manner, his latent father stood cowed nnd half-eobore- d. ft groat tenor voice, He gives htm very pretty one, of course," ho sup- - think of my snorln' out loud nn' mak. think of Mica Blandish?" f( ii.,.t h. wiu. Bvldontlv donartlmr AK. Then, as tho negro porter
Htrength, lent a forco of tliolr own to . ho his ...i t . . . . v. . . .1. . . . t i ... i . v. . i. 1ln .. I u I,.... AvirvhnHv miKV.nr nt yrrtyt whlln f i Hr "Whtf" nhn nnavrArnil. Tinmlexetl. m; chanced to como near, the watchersgently as a woman, put 210111111K cisu. i criiaivf. lhuuku. iio iiviiii;iih'u. .vim jiuviiiiiuiui Knuuim j. ...uuv. M. j ......w w, tin. .lnv. tint tho wholo staff Into
Itla v.l.fh wnrd. n fin Ivnnl... nn! nl.nttft iVn Alii mnn'n . i" I n il avo mo tho laughl An' you never "I never thought much about. l'-- n MP" '0 Iouna-- m ill 111 HWIIUl 1IIU "It I"'" " ."lnti.il needs this hoisted tho dls- - ,2Sf: the utmost good humor for tho rest

"Tfes, ladies ana gonuomon, mat nhoulders nnd drew him toward The Tint n nvninnSh nf trltn .,i..f.?,? "2. e. batted an cvol Vou sat there lookln' Hhc'fl very nloo and pretty, too: Af vcit n one pregnant sentence:
. ... ... . . . .. . . . . . . ... . . . k " ' w . ' tllO ntlemoon.n 1 i ,1 .,n n t i flnni (Tinrn I n .1 r. 1.A. t. i -- . an frlntt.Hu nn nnn nn I n 1 n n tun nhnt1 ..irrn von!" hft hnllod. "I'll irlvn

..M-- ..
V uour. s ii.nu nu.-- . .it..... u. ...v.. uuuiu not nuvo iiituuu iucij. iiu un- - Bunion to rrau uie signs, oroKO on in vr." ,:

Is mv xsthei I dldnt know till fivo nnaom. Prnm immewhrro In thn tnnoii with tinniinrnna ilnfKrnnpn tn .h ...i.i.,i nt ...... . ,i .i,t,t like notnln hol hapnnnedl I could "I.rxllt n. llttln like a. rabbit. don't ."..5l.!!rL "."r vou dollar If you can fustle m. a
minutes ago that he was still alive. I crowd enmo tho sound of a woman's Caino; thon glanced nbout the table hand neighbor and engaged Caleb In "' knolt down and kissed both your Bho?" ho ventured. tln porch of tho Khuvlln rottngo. If cup of hot coffee!
Jiaani een nor noaru oi mm in near nHned so". Jncic iiawaraen im- - and cloared his voice. momentary conversation. In if"1 1 "P a .""'m,n e"'" The glrrn quicK iaugn nnsnnu out , ha . ,,cen ,j, ,nlfned robs that

tho lnten-ft- l stared appealingly nbout tnnt yo" most llkoly tako it out on nd nho clasped hor hands together.
V hilll 1)ont n)m homn wm, ,v mil n Out Into tho clinging mlit. onto a

neiv, craxy oruoK, jum now, an uroiio Thoro w.-- an inaianm snocKca BrvUl he "rominds mo of Old Man the board. Ilut. tnnnKS to nor own . " " " iioaiumin huo unu. j o"1 throat If sin. had lain wlde-eyo- long wooden platform, tumbled tho
ujy m v fcj- - " nuiillUU k lien uw vmo .unu - VtnrW01iCft tn Hi.. . Kiipfinta In drnwtnr. PnnnvAt tntn tntn only Iioomun nature If you had. yo Ovor think ot It?" tortured, till bronil uayilgili morn iruvum'rs, lji in mo ursi run.
liV done. If I eould nmke nny klml Wftrd explain why the lad's example pompton when I was a kid. Ho used a tote, tho others were not. at tho That's why I came norn now.

...
in "struck mu tho first time l saw wa no nnt ot H1ch t.XCeHs In her Them, drawn up to halt their onsot.

ul reiimiiuu iu uu wr nm uhii wns roiiowea xmm iui qunricrs ui mo t0 got Jagged as reg"lar as pay-da- y mutant, noticing citnor ot tnom. umu in, iuru.ira j -- . npr, no rviiuuu, niiuoivii, i i flower face, nor III tno giriliin vigor comin opera ciinriin-iiK- o, were rangra
htfm caused. I'd do It. Iguess you .imlnt- - ball, nnd a rattle of lncnn- - i..r.r.i n-- .i ,.nir rhrnu-n nnnn hnranlf fnr rninfnrt. nn disgusted With me. YOU sin t, aro nbout it at dlnnor." , ., ... nnnhtfnl nn to thn voclfnrntlnir station elorks of thn
know that. Hut I can't. All I can gnious applause through ot B0Ven mghts a week. Then, whon decided the rough guest had intended you?" ho added, in hasty need for "Calebl You didn't!" how ho might best refer to tho qunrrol Inko's varlouii hotel-camp- s. A breath
do Is to try to make you look at htm tho place. he'd blowed his last nickel, he'd mnko his asinine remark as a compliment. renssurance. "Honest, I did!" tio relternteJ. . (J nr(.vloiis night, for onco did nn of keen, balsam-tinge- d air bit to Con- -
less itKe no was a mangy org in a s Conover. hnir-leailin- g. nair-nu- , hnv mint in h.imi.. it wmn't Tho thouirht did much to consolo her. "Would you havo been Ylisgusiea- - v ,.niiitnlv nAnn niul tactful thing, im over's vurv lungs. Instinctively ho
fit, an moro as if ho was a human porting tho wizened form, nenred nnjr Cnon( either. Kor his wlfo was Bhe glanced, sldownys. nt him. with with me," ulie asked, "if It had been "What did she sny?" mndo no mention whatever of the throw out his chest, drinking In great
llks yourselves. That's Why lm tak- - hn ilonr. voum; IlaW.irilon barred nt. ....... n.nitin . fh. .l, t n tl,,. tinw 1nti.ri.Kt nml Ha I nr. rnllnvnd. 1 tnxtosd of vou that" "nii nh.. .il,lnV unm tn mind, dot n,.... ,u.iu.l nut tn thn Ara- - irulni nf strnniro ozone. T'rom out of
in' the liberty to speak to you now, t.ia nitli. With bovlsh hero-wornh- ln nt ir,., ni,'.i i.nn.i mu t mw tin. M'nli' Wcullinr' jctnndaril flv- - i, ,i.m. .11 i w.iiiHni nrt n' mil. nn' irrlnnml. I iriieiu alio .. n..i. fnnn.i unntu nt n table thn swirling mist bnfore him rose of a
win you near mo shining in his oyes, .inrK tnrusi out Ul1 wou,i u fried an Iceberg. Olio lng onco more. j,0 declared. "An I'd a licked ev'ry liked It. Her'n mo didn't get on so wnoro sat Cnlno, Jack Hawanlnn ana sudden a slight, glrllsn ngura tnat ran

The unconscious buzz and murmur M mnd, Caleb gripped It In silence nK,t j remembor, wo brought tho ol' Hut Conover, subtly awaro of her man In the placo thnt darod to laugh bad togother, takln' all Into account. 1ltty HtandUh. forward with n glsd little cry and
that All at onco swept tho room served n( vanA on, nut into tho darkness. BOt i,omo WOrso'n usual. Sho wns emotion, know ho had somenow blun- - or look snecrln". I'd ft'" 1 guest we'll pull together first rate ..0), K0d to bn In tho country caught both his hands.
hlra for answer, and ho continued: Nono followed the strange pair as right there with the longilo-Inshl- n. dered. Ho Raw how far ho hnd do- - 'That's Just what I wanted to do," when wo'ro better acquainted. a n this!" said De.ilrcn, after on, yours here! You re nertil

"My father," with another nod to- - Mlrv iof t the clubhouse, 8ho told him what swlnn ho was to fincteil from his orlmnal plan of slonv unlit nBHlree. "If I wis cross Inside. "Vou seem pretty certain of being i,..,, nbuttod for a time. rejoiced Dcslree, careless of by- -
ward Uie mumbling Hguro on tho Ni'lthcr father nor son npokn n word spend all his fam'Iy'a cah on booze, n.f.control. Ho knew It wns tho few It wasn't at you, dear boy." "bettor aoyualnted,'" sho tnockinl, al- - vi. hn ln tno country for the sum- - slanders. '.Mrs. Hawarden said Id
floor, "wns a risln', liard-workl- n' unln ti,ey wcro nlono In the stnr-- and how ho win a disgrace to IiIh glasses of wins ho had drunk which. imi -i- n m.t nn 'nm vl." irrowleit belt thero was s llttlo tug at hor heart. lh, .,.. next month," ssld Ha- - catch my death If I was on tho lake

k man. Ho come of decent people, an m road. fnr beyond earshot of thn ..n .ll.A. nln. nnmfrt.Mll......., Un'n.lHII n l.la ...nln the same so early. IJut I got up nt the screechii.ti ii. mu ..mi-- . in.'.! wm. iviiuu in nii iy.ij iju.ii.ii.iiiif. fjonnvfirhe wan a promlsin' young chtip that ciub. Thon Caleb stopped, glancing thlns like that Knft wnnnrl un lv i.ivnn lila Innuiin nn umliin lnnnr. ,, 1.. .!!.. fnM is. Liev. nil Ulinitin Ol inuK.ni n ........ .., .i, Aiitir wn nnn last Ol imwn nnu uuinu. inn ll nil wou- -
: ; ' ......."" n - i m nFtiiiLiiir'n iil ii. i no iinu .on.-- . . - - .. u.i.ik.i ..v .ii . . n. t .

, . "" : in."; ""in. iia iiiuiisii t.H...... Hcrercniii : aii jtiii navmi i a siiikio hohh. a wnvn or BoiiTonimuiu imwrn wbn'H nover ojthamod of Ills mlstakus ,:a,m ul It will no nice to gut mitiv m v'VL .7. .
trouble. Too many folks him: auiltlvo guest might havo come out redeemln' trait, you worUiless drunk- - over him: sharp, unaccustomed. A nln't a oonatlc, by For a moment she did not answer, 'he old Adirondack """.In." ,,Wtl,?,,U,,,n?,1 hn you ,",n8' n4
WW Pfliy. t0 wltuoss the Hoqucl to the banque nT(r Thal WI1too much for Weth- - manservant bent to fill ono of his fXJ I'm ashamed, nil ; I'll The footfalls of a pedestrian sounded "i wi, I could go there-- or any- - Illlly Mary still farm
liked by Nothln' pers nal III- -I

hnll conP. The night n r had still crwolks. Ho c'lupsed on the bottom glasses. Caleb, recalling thn etl- - Jrin rhythmically dlstinot In tho silence n the Adlrondncks." life? Come. The Antlers launch Is
tended, hen tho Civil broko further cleared the drink-fo- g from tup nnd bogan to cry. 'You're right. maxim, clapped his hand V.',', te , .. s demanded. "If that fell between the man and tho M.,llP(1 rjeslreo. wistfully. "I rend around the other side of the station.''
out ho went to tho front, rhere 1 tho om man's brain. Clutching h s ,,,'dear.' he whines. 'Rv-'r- word you iin8tUy over tho top of the gob ot. the mb', ,vabie, pindld girl. Then Deslreo observed, with a onrc- "- Clinging gleeful y to one of his big
learned to starve to loaf, to forget ,,0,, b. ,10 i0Cve, nnd tremblingly av tH true. 1 haven't a slnglo ro- - Thn grsturo wns sudden nnd carrlod And on slight restraint that sat strangely tho longing inflection nrms, the girl piloted him through the

p 3J business tralnln'. A ho wiisn t p,vttliig the big hand, he deemln' trait. Hut.'-- an' hero lm wth It an unintended force. Tho ,mVyt X". Cjt'n child" m who upon her: mad" quick1 mental memorandum Bcurrylng groups and the luggage
. the only one. I guess. There h where whimpered: throws hli chest out an' looks stern wrought stem of the thin Venetian fEdi?t the sense to sen l ow fine ho "I don't think that Is a very nice J, lt. heaps, to a nearby dodk where n'harf- -

4, he learned to drink, too. hen men -- Onwd bless you. boy! It's a proud n' noble 'but In ev'ry other respect' glass snapped. hn could Joke." "How your cottage. Jack?" ho jcoie of waiting launches panted,
.have to go "WPP"'0" " )., ' I nm this night. You're not ,., a jam' lino manl'" Conover. purple with angrymortlfl- - beirwoul.hi'fmake you angry at "'Tlsn't a Joke at all," Caleb as- - asked he S.y. l'r7M "f th",,haf"t ?,,t,c.?Ad ,K
"LKfU I , bleslf..' It'V nB'm'"ra Lf. K,ffivfs'fK nnccdoto somehow did not "go" cation, surveyed the wtccVc he had lm, wmlW lt, ,f h1 KOt faughod at for eured her. "I moan it. I'd a' talked "Kour rooms. Wo get our meals at
?in. wh' l a as well ns when Conover had told lt wrought. Then, pulling himself to- - nol understanding their stiff, set lt over wldh you beforo. only tho Ideo the hotel. Why?" 'J on. Lln I9' iT

"'Vi.i" ',!; l,,t L lo that 5'n,' TZn 1,1 buck room of Keirgan' sa- - gether. Im looked about tho boar. . the ways? Of course not. Ilut when ho'd never came clear to mo till -- oh. nothln'!" Continuing with ele- - the v V.Jy wn.i "in ,t v7a ,Wllh nt i U,1,l'r' ri. ''"' f h" W,,H constraint In glarn behind his forced grin cha leng- - 1md his lesson and had burned his Here's how It is" phantl.m humor. "Thought maybo 1 ta kl ig In Ptt. "K" O.xo' "m"'Nnt noll or his Is Uie south end of tlm lakUj off the weak elaHp. rnC0I,t,()1) nn Ud not observe It. ing any and oven' eye that might daro poor Btubby fingers, wouldn't lt mako "Vou-y- ou care for her?" asked De- - nm.nt drop In on you soma time. 1
ripped open ' ! iV,. i") 'thn ' Vn" measly old crnokl" he marled. , u dropping' her voice, to shut him to show derision. you Just tlio lo.ist bit Impatient If ho ,ree, very quietly. Caleb, full as hn of you goln' to bo thorn'" " ' ' 3'?' ffntb..t ,tblamo the Bold

'
M If 1 y "Keep your dirty h nds of me! 'f , tn)k Iinred: "It doesn't matter. Mr. Stnndlsh! began right away to plan to try liH his own aspirations, noticed Vattmr ran only stay a month this oro ''fyfXjlfnLlwhlBkoy bless a ho oft-- n th.it It i rre!" thniHt ng a roll of bills upon 'vimrn Ih roiiiptoti? I don't think bn .allnd down the table to his host. ick with thoso name horrid children R dull nnd lifeless hor volco had m'r. After that there will bo only bull lunette

. nets to bo a liuuitT iilm. "Tako this nn trot out of town . , ... i. t mi .mmi iii niin. nmi nonil vou n. .r,. i..... h inmnimi t.. n . , ru.i ..n n u think iaxn House. n nan a
"Aftor tho war my father c.nnn by the next trnm. wriio mo wnero . whole like It Miorn d ,"'" .". ' m iii nviir ho glad "iio night. And out thoro" wth. .. , the Pompton sot Hpauk him or' he all us? No in.l I....H I...H.1.! ...i.f ..IIIHIi. "You'rn t red outl" cried, re- - of Joining toward tho wall of shlnlnirnninn iiii'inii ij.i:ii .fti.K.M imi" to forward I'll see you get foMt?"" buy It?" "You'ro drad right, room."you extra rJwavln' h.iiull.crchrfs an' "V',0 mors... "More I keep you up, llHtenln' There's an vaporW-i-nn' women

call him an' his felleis ruuu.'i l" i. vi. juu in iiiii mi
In "I don't think so." ho answered. ' ve got iimre psn wnn hp wm.m admitted. "An' you'rn a cloverrr , foo, ulki whNl wht to u, .,Muo1l oWlgn.l. I've never took a ttl...lrt&al)iioospaprrs to die. Hut If you ever set foot nr..- - iin ,..,nn nn in thn crowd or 'Om pill tngovnrr, i iuih tlinn I am. I ....n.l ...l.tnt.l NMpn Mfirt nf unrdlun vnontltm Vol. nil' I gUPSS I'm n llttlo ....

a lot of hot-ai- r names when they r.r.'inltii nc.iln I'll have you railroaded hills' with blmsclf fiercely. "Thon you will glvo it Up?" she V '""-- : " h V
1 o begin. I don't b'lluvo i can hi auoi.ru. un, wim

marched off In their blou uniforms to to Jail for life. An', nfter this, don't .0.rl"..'.,"SP. ,J...1? t .V--
ni At tho onMtlng muslcale Dejlron unred. M.1 '". ....... . 'r",,'. would you If was goneso.you couhl see

ti....iiu ...... Wlinn....... tho boys- emtio, spring that Civil War yarn ngaln. cinmni. .rrs, i y iui . i " "" . 'V ' " .,, ll)m untlnl. hnv wllIr. In tho r.m't. nov! Honest. i rnti't r "ino. wniir- - "no onicrrn, wun u ,,. -i,
' " ir.,,t, inn lHinn.is, ana oiu uiue .Mountain

slouehln' back, footsore, ragged nn (,lv)l Wilr bnrd-lue- k ntorles nro
In .rnlii rnilro'iiilu' T hei'oV a midst of a tenor solo ho went to sloop rouldn't look myself In the face ngaln pitiful shadow of hor wonted dainty yon
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im soo

got back fr"' n i
;
e m. Tho keeping guard ovor"

thin they looked line wniKiu cm- - out. Hosldes, worn never beat mperiousnoHS. "I'm not tired. Toll "It's pretty damp on the water forni.n-e-eo you inio and snored. If I let thoso gold-shlrte- rs mn d thinkson n 1 all Ilrst day hick you
balmor thero wasu t wm,in two hundred miles of Iho Sjl'lwn the green

""t- - You soo how It In, don't you? mo. Aro you In lovo with her?" "fo
Jpy you. ain't it?" ho Interrupted, draw-tri- g

nt-nr.;It Uko thoy love l"nlniiulti. bo much ohoi'i-ln'- . My father d nIt yn know you weren't. nrnmi.
br. After thn miiNlcolo ho went homo rra n lo win. If I ever was to glvo "in love with her?" scoffed Caleb. her mackintosh closer about her

J ..n.m nti'-i- 11 lirmk. lllin SOI-Il- P lad, li ...Itn., ilnnt liiivn tn. Tt II Tho nun use l o so t n mile ... Willi that little rabblt-face- d bunch "j"'" " J l5Cof '"cailouq sll.iiiUlitr.i. "This fog's wot,"
l' leavln' good worg uimiiihi "" fipolls your Kklll for neo'ssary Mrs. frnni n,ur ,.,"u''0' lt d tUm
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InO inK'

sort on the moonlit
i
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imnni
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iwiiihomo, ifd
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takoJi,itthe win' out of me. for koens of slllli.e? Not mo! Hut sho comes An'nc.nn. ,, n tholr
sim on "Nobody ever catches cold up here

-- nm.i iiiiek llko a cood many thou Now, get away from hero! Chnso!" nil iro color n' Omn
through
u

the Conover stood sulky and silent. Do- - pn.io don't mako mo do It, Dey! ' of about tho biggest fam'ly hero. ."'l.J ? frco ,f rharge" 011 the top of Iho world!" sho dis-
claimed.twlliirht would rollsand others, nono tho better for ft nr up . ,n.v,, , .,.,, ,,.,. foll to ..... ri.,1,11.. .i, H i.'bei . In com o Hhe'n cv'rywhorn. if I was to ry r, t vftrd wiion "And It lin't fog. It's Just

four-ye- ar courso Iu Hhlftlensiu'ns,
CHAPTER VII. S, X Z ' "wns" ZZX to iwmWng. !!?. despair "It's only for' your own sake marry-her-

.
I'd get with tho best crow,.

0x000
0' "go to'the country, a little mountain mist. In another

boozo an' no reg'lar work. Kl riiit'v baby!" sho cried, nnd because I care for you." 111.....uraui.a. .iiy iiiuvu u uu in. puiu tin half hour It will rise."' lm - . .. . .Vn'" 'M Aft- -- Mfn n.l i 11 ' 1111 iiriii.ii wilt I tTin.'iti- -
"Tho folks who'd cheered him when Into Unknown Land. lamolyUlnJ 'nMZ& .imirvnlf nil vnil'rn if ii'a nln' tn m.ikn vou unluiDDV yours 11 bo wnon you marry 11.u1 gom- - v, . , i 'Just the same!" he argued. "I with

ho went to fight for 'em had cheered an
"Yoii're a poet!" tho girl assured Kojng to. It's nil ri..t.t Now stop or ashamed of me, I'll glvo lt up," ho imlrt chapwhoever hi; turns out to ':r "tVvn swain nnd turning un- - 'ou. 'l1'.1 C0Sjn n. c"r,aKc.,,.!',tead

away a lot of their sparo patrl'tlsm Till red-hair- man was Ktonl Bmllnl" salil. with hIow resignation rHlby that time. Thero wa'nt enough of lighting. him with gushing uneasiness. "I hnd ''h' "n1n,.,,,yJ
on mo?" ho asked. "No." sho forbade, "1011 noon n't (rthorday. I was speukln' of the Idoo expectodlj u 1 ftjf " carriage!" she scoffed merrily.

to resun
it left In Oranlto to glvo my fnMier Ho !ud always been fool that way about it. It doesn1 to Calno only an' ho nn opportunity

had Just
j"0 ''f; "Whoro do you think you are?

a fair start In the world ngiun. HUen roseate ltlasses.' Mlilvi Whv ahnnld T hn?" tnnWn mn unhannv. excent on vour aavs" ness which sho yUne ,)0ntlnn to the docked row- -
learned tn drink, to loaf, fighting. Hut ht ho "Neither I do," ho replied, ashamed ... . .. ... it . i .t v Vw. MUV.KMnl .'nl.1'1 unnecessary. bo.uH. canoes and launches clusterho'd 1 1 maun awiui smnu ui you tno nccoum, Ann 1 coumn t ic nnnuiiiu y1" . .... ht t Ann' mitt- - know yet." she

to bo uneasy nn' unreliable when h must wield weapons where- - of his unwonted flight of fancy way I acted," ho confessed. of you If I tried all day. You know 1 lit. milium iiwnunin.ui" nuuiii'ci. ing about them, "nro tho 'carriages'
worked, thoy forgot ho'd picked up

he had no experlonco: unskilled. ' ' "wn". "If I Pan aland It. vou oucht to." she I couldn't." through his rambling talk llkn a plfl- - made reply. "vo shall probabij stay nf ,Mn Adlrondncks. Why, except for
thoso tricks wiiiio no was o, J "X' half-bke- d rntnrlort. ".Mntv hn frlonild and Mton "Vnn'rn tbn dnndlost. littlest, nret tol shot. Caleb paused ln amaze. The In town rntnor inm inis jpar. whlle trunk-chari- ot steed at the
their country. lloroos wns a drug In he must meet dcrt opponent on meir kd. Slnoo then I've boon so busy .Miiiiitii. iot .riri iharn ii" hn jnirl. cratef nllv. itlrl had rlion Her tiny lists wore mnu: m.i.n.Y. .. v Aiiuora, tnern pro.iauiy isn a norso
the market. If any of yon fellcra own gr.'iind. The thought thrilled livln' that I've lost all tho knack ot ....
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, . eyes ui. juum. . 1,1...nnm1

.11 iniivn.illn.l.n,l tutt fnnA Wi............nnr1 ..... a -I. we 11 soo 1. nit ..nit.. within throe miles of here. It's
know how it feels 10 get .u.wii 10 ,,,, wllh th Joy ot tho born fighter, geinn- - eninooseu over meany 1.1 - onorlo.l. still m donht. mnkn mn fool l.kn I was in church, ntntuo's. Tho moonlight gavo back And, look ng into his I Rht. mrw V,.nli.ii nil in'iip In tlin.t. Arnn't

torful ovos. tho girl know nil lit onco vn nt nil elm! to sen mo?" shn ran.work tho day after your fortnight's tho "capes. They don't moan anything "JiniiT ot one nmiiigin! 1 .Now r i cnaHP ininn nn mvo yuu a. wm iuu num r ..n. uothrough
vacation, maybo you can understand ln was ,,ow midway ln my Ilf(1 V()VPr ri,.j onP( nPtbnr. "Oh, Dey," ho interrupted, nil con- - chanco to do noma sleopln". Bay" "How daro you?" sho panted. "How that shn would not havo thn wit nor tinned, dropping her voice and noting
what It meant to him to settle down ordeal of tho Standlsh dinner party; when I could help It. Cluesi you was darn youl You speak of marrying tno roreo to nvom mm. mo nnu.. 1. tiie man's puzzicu. unrmnusiaaiia
to a Job nfter four years In tho opon." Houted next to T.otty; and drinking strlngln' me, weren't you?" I.etty Htandluh ns you would apeak of rdgo turned her sick. Hor round, mlen. For nn Instant noma of the

pnnTOr nianppii n train nt ins .t.. .1 1,1 .,! Novertnoiess no w.ih inwanny nai buying a Itoisol You oven talk It helpless gaze shifted Involuntarily to happy light ebbed In tho eyes that hd
faMiVr" The old innn had ce.mrd to "' - " tnrod at her praise and began to look The True Yuletide Spirit over with the man she has promised Dcslree, as thn nearest woman to her. boon so brimful of Joyous welcome,
muiiibie .mil was trying to follow the At first, hn had sat taciturn, now, tho nor wlth nn pvtm moro fllVorlng to marryl Hut I supposn you chuckled And, under the genuine fright behind Caleb roused himself with un Im- -

Klghtcrs spooch. Tho slack Jaw had wlno begun to loosen his tongue. eye. if marriage in such a wet wcro nns neter brought ont so bcmitliully In nny other story ns In to yourself over your barroom cun- - that appeal, the hteol glint that had patient shnko at his own aeomlag
tightened, and the huddled form was Conover full ho was getting on really the keystone to soelal achlovo- - nlng In getting an opinion from him of a sudden hardened Deslree's big apathy,
struggllng slowly to Its feet. finely. A most ll.ittcilng attention merit, ho folt lm might do far worse A CHRISTMAS CAROL without lotting him know It was his eyes snftrned unaccountably. A quick "(llnd to sco you!" he echoed,

' "Ho tiled to wiiiK." resumed Con- - far different from thn slight aloof noss than chooso this comely, qulvorlng- - sweetheart you plannod to steal. You sentoimo thnt had risen to her Hps "Olad? Well biiv, you llttlo girl, it's
"out viiungor, Hiuurlor folks, of the evening's earlier momonts nosed damxcl nt his side, Bnoor at her as a 'rabblt-face- d llttln died unborn. tho gladdest thing that's happened toovor, Charles Dickens

wllh steadier business trnlnln', was greeted his overy word. Calno, how- - "J'ond of rabbits?" ha asked as By bunch of silliness,' and yet you Bpeak Vor a moment, boforo oonventlon mo since tho day you left Granite.
grabbln' all tho good Jobs. Yet ho over, seemed actually Jealous of his unintentionally as Irrelevantly, This classlo should be read or reread by every one at the present In tho same breath of making her could lower the veil, the two women An I'd be Just a glad even It lt wma
got what ho could, un' for awhllo ho friend's popularity, fur ho cut In now "What an odd question!" sho cried, season. 80 The Evening World is going to reprint it complete during your wife. Do you realize you are read eaoh othor to the very soul. At In Borne worse place than a wet boat
did Iho best ho knew how. Then ho wllh a complotn change of subject. her round eyes raising Incipient dls- - Christmas week. not only Insulting her by euoh a what the briof glance told hor, JMty all stalled up with mist. Qool but th
saw n chsmco lo makn things euslnr "I wonder." ho conjectured, address- - tress signals.' "Is It a Joke?" Head It for your own sake and for the sake of those wTiois Christ-

mas
thought, but you are Insulting me by drew her breath with a sharp Intuit" tan makes you look prettlern

for my mother an' me. Ho'd been Ing no uno In puilcular, "why tonora "No," he answeved, floundering, you may be led to make happier by reading lt. speaking so ln my presence?1' that made Qonover glance at her In- - whole picture albuml"
used to sotln' hia olflaero In tho urmy lnarlably aro born without Intolll- - "I I Just happened to say It, You "Deyl" gasped tho bewildered man. aulrlnxly. (To B ContlnusdJ


